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Function generators are
intended to produce
several different
waveforms and are,
therefore, very flexible
instruments. Most of them
generate a sine,
rectangular and triangular
waveform over a
frequency range of up to
1-50 MHz. Some also
have the capability of
producing pulse
waveforms. Generally, the
performance of a function
generator is inferior to
that of dedicated
instruments, but the
digital design of which
the first of three parts is
presented in this issue has
the capability of accurate
frequency setting coupled
with very low distortion
of the sine wave output.
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